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Greek Week expands beyond traditional affiliations

Students compete in Kappa wing eating competition as a part of Lawrence’s annual Greek Week.
Photo by MIchael Hubbard.

See page 2

Gender-neutral housing expands
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

______________________

Lawrence is increasing its
initiatives to ensure the comfort of all students on campus.
The student-led Residence Life
Committee as well as Campus
Life and the Housing Committee
are facilitating a discussion about
gender-neutral housing.
Associate Dean of Students
for Campus Life, Amy Uecke
stresses the administrations minute role in these policies.
“Lawrence is really unique

in the sense that student initiative drives these policies, hands
down,” said Uecke, “Students are
making these decisions, administrators aren’t.”
Uecke and Campus Life aim
to offer input and carry out what
the students decide in terms of
policies or procedures. Senior and
Chair of Residence Life Committee
Lindsay Browne plays more of an
active role in this process.
“Residence Life Committee
ensures the fairness of housing,”
began Browne.
Currently, these efforts are
focused on acquiring a greater
diversity of gender-neutral hous-

ing available.
“One of the things brought to
our attention was that not everyone can or even wants to live
in Hiett or the Execs,” continued
Browne.
A survey was e-mailed to the
entire student body that lives on
campus to better gauge the need
for gender-neutral housing on
campus. Students responded to
this survey anonymously.
“The survey questions were
revised several times by the committee, and we sought additional
advice in regards to proper word-

and many dance performances.
In addition to the many campus
groups that Cabaret rallied, it also
brought in Fox Valley community
members including some local
children.
Diana Szteinberg, President
of Lawrence International, introduced the event. She spoke briefly
on the topic of what it means to
be an alien, about her experience
as a “citizen of the world” and
how it was the aim of cabaret to
make everyone feel like a “citi-

zen of the world.” Next, Steinberg
introduced the other members of
the Lawrence International board
who all had a part in bringing
Cabaret to life.
Following Szteinberg’s introduction, the Masters of Ceremony:
Andre Augustine, Brienne Colston
and Jazmin Astwood set the scene
for the night as a terminal waiting for an airplane that was going
to travel the world. This fit in
with this year’s theme of “Cultural
Connection: Arriving at the Global

See page 12

Launch LU event sparks
entrepreneurial efforts
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

_______________________

The very first Launch LU
three-day start-up event was
held in the Hurvis Center May 8
through May 10. Student teams
worked on and pitched their ideas
for start-up companies for the
chance to win a grand prize of
$500, second and third place prizes of $200 and $300 respectively,
all in grant money to carry out
their development plan.
The event included alumni
with prior entrepreneurship expe-

rience as judges of the final student pitches. A variety of organizations promoting student entrepreneurship at Lawrence sponsored the event as well, including
the LU Entrepreneurship Club, the
Innovation & Entrepreneurship
Program (I&E), Blue Start, and
The Coleman Foundation.
Ten student teams of one to
three people met for an introductory meeting in the Hurvis Center
the evening of Thursday, May 8 to
register, mingle with other teams,
and brainstorm ideas. Sophomore
Joe Bazydlo said that while par

See page 2

Cabaret displays variety of cultures across campus
Rose Nelson
News Editor

______________________

THIS

WEEK

Hosted
by
Lawrence
International, the 38th annual
Cabaret filled the chapel with
dance, clothes from around the
world, and audience members
on the night of Friday, May 9.
The event included two fashion
shows, two vocal performances

Terminal.” This year’s theme was
a more integral part of the program than in recent years with
programs being printed to look
like boarding passes.
The first of the dances was
“Soul of Vietnam” which was a mix
of both modern and traditional
Vietnamese. India was represented by two dances. The first was
a classical solo dance that told
stories of the Hindu god, Krishna.
The second was called “Bollywood
Shakthi” and was performed to

a variety of modern Bollywood
songs.
Senior and former vice
president of Swing Club, Michael
Friend, said, “It’s interesting to see
the similar movements between
dances. They are all very different
but there is a degree of similarity.
” After demonstrating a swingstyle rock step Friend added that
he was “sure there’s something
profound in there but I don’t know

See page 2
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Greek Week
Mackenzie Rech

Associate Web Manager

_______________________

Lawrence’s annual “Greek
Week” kicked off Monday, May 12
with a lip sync competition in the
Wriston Auditorium.
Greek Week is a time for
Greek organizations to show off
their pride and to engage the larger campus community. Each Greek
organization holds their own
event during the week to support
and raise money for their respective philanthropies. Other social
events such as the lip sync competition and the all-Greek party
occur during this time as well.
Faculty Greek Advisor, Ellie

Cabaret

continued from page 1
what.”
“Denkyemfunefu” was a mixture of Ghanaian tribal dances and
a contemporary azonto dance.
Other dances included a Middle
Eastern belly dance, a South Asian
Mehndi, and a Peruvian Festejo.
In addition to the dances and
the fashion shows, there were
two vocal performances. The first
was “Adieu” which was originally
sung by Gabriel Faure with poetry

Entrepreneurship

continued from page 1

ticipants were expected to enter
the event without an idea of their
project, many students came in
with prior work.
Sophomores
Eduardo
Elizondo and Bazydlo, a roommate
pair that teamed up for the contest, pitched the idea of a online
Amazon-like marketplace where
freelance workers promote their
skills and services for employers to shop for, thereby switching around the classic idea of a
potential employee searching for
a company. Elizondo also wanted
to team up because of Bazydlo’s
background as an anthropology
major.
“The biggest problem that we
ran into was how to get users and
how to get people to join,” said
Bazydlo. “We thought the question
of how to unify a group of people
would be a good question for an
anthropology major to answer.”
Throughout the second
day of the contest, May 9, teams
attended workshops and expe-

Crean, describes the overarching
purpose of Greek Week.
“It is generally an opportunity for each Greek chapter to
showcase what their philanthropy
is all about and be proud of the
fact that they’re part of the Greek
community. It is one of the only
times throughout the year when
all of the chapters come together
to work on something,” Crean said.
In the past, Greek Week has
been associated with the three
sororities on the Panhellenic
Council and the four fraternities
on the Interfraternity Council.
However this year, the decision
was made by both councils to
open up participation in Greek
Week activities to all Greek organizations on campus. The new
organizations participating in this

year’s festivities include events
hosted by Lawrence’s predominantly African American sorority Beta Psi Nu, Lawrence’s music
sorority Sigma Alpha Iota, and
Lawrence’s music fraternity Phi
Mu Alpha Sinfonia.
“I thought that it would be
good to involve all of the greek
organizations in lip sync and
then that kind of expanded into
all of them doing an activity as
well,” junior Kappa Kappa Gamma
member and Panhellenic Council
President Michelle Farrand said.
Another goal for this year’s
Greek Week was to expand it to
engage more of the students on
campus.
“This is the first year that
there is a big all-Greek party at the
end. Normally we do an all-Greek

formal but this year we’re doing
an all-Greek party that’s open to
all of campus instead. It’s the first
time in decades that that’s happened so it’s new and exciting,”
Farrand said.
Junior Delta Gamma, Morgan
Gray also expressed excitement on
the decision to open participation
in Greek Week to more student
organizations.
“I think the more people that
can join and participate, the better. I like variety, it’s the spice of
life,” Gray said.
This year, Kappa Kappa
Gamma took home the first place
title at the lip sync competition
with their performance “The
Evolution of Miley Cyrus”. Kappa
Alpha Theta came in second place
while Beta Theta Pi and Beta Psi

Nu tied for third place.
Other events coming up during Greek Week include Phi Kappa
Tau’s Grill Out on Friday from 11
a.m.-1 p.m., Beta Psi Nu’s Field Day
in the Quad on Friday at 5 p.m.,
Beta Theta Pi’s Pancake Breakfast
on Saturday at 10 a.m., Delta Tau
Delta’s Grill Out and Volleyball
Tournament on Saturday at 5 p.m.,
and Sigma Alpha Iota’s Musical
Chairs on Sunday at 2 p.m. in the
Wellness Center.
The all-Greek Party will be
held Saturday evening on Boldt
Way from 9-11 p.m. and will feature live music. All Greek Week
events are open to everyone.

Students Oluwadamilola Lasisi and Gayatri Malhotr dance and students , Andre Augustine, Brienne Colston, and Jazmin Astwood serve as Masters of Ceremony
Photos by Sadie Tenpas

from Charles Jean Grandmougin.
At Cabaret it was performed by
Annie Penner. The second was
entitled “Rhythm of Thai” and was
a medley of three popular Thai
love songs. This was performed
by Nutt Punnanitinont and Patt
Tejapaibul.
Before the final dance which
was “Matsuri,” a celebration of
spring festivals through traditional and modern dance, the masters
of ceremony located President
Mark Burstein in the audience and
took a selfie with him. Burstein
reported that he thought that this
year’s Cabaret was “a fantastic

rienced mentorship provided by
Lawrence faculty and alumni on
the skills needed to craft an excellent pitch. Associate Professor
of Economics Adam Galambos
and Lecturer of Economics and
Coleman Fellow Gary Vaughn conducted workshops for the ideas of
student teams.
The workshops for students
asked teams to find the problem
or opportunity they want to solve
with their proposal, come up with
a solution and finally develop the
pitch or the “call to action.” The
last optional workshop discussed
how to present your pitch on film
for future projects.
“You had to do a five minute
pitch meeting and it couldn’t be a
second over,” said Bazydlo. “That
was the hardest part, trying to fit
our project idea into five minutes
and convince people to invest in
it.”
The following morning,
teams pitched their final ideas to
the panel of alumni judges and
an audience of all the teams. The
grand prize winner and recipient of $500 for his start-up was
junior Nathan Lawrence for his

event that displayed both amazing difference but also amazing
connectivity.”
Following the performance,
there was a reception in the
Somerset room at which performers and audience members
mingled over finger foods from
around the world. This is the first
year that this was a reception and
not a formal dinner.
Sophomore and participant
in “Ka Mate! Ka Mate! -Maori
Haka,” Josh Mosley became
involved in Cabaret after a friend
suggested he join. Regarding the
Maori Hakka, Mosley said “The

iPad-based theater lighting application. Sophomore Samuel Kwon
came in second, earning $300 for
his program to improve university selection for international
students, while senior Fanny Lau
won third place and $200 in grant
money to launch a mobile version
of the popular ‘Lawrence Closet
Exchange’ Facebook page where
students buy and sell gently used
clothing.
Although they did not win a
grant prize, Bazydlo says he hopes
to participate in Launch LU again
next year with Elizondo. “I thought
it was a really good experience for
people of all backgrounds if you
wanted to go into the business
world it was very practical experience,” said Bazydlo. “For myself
as an anthropology major, it definitely gave me more experience
in how to work with people in the
business world which I think was
a valuable experience.”

energy during it was so great. It
was great to see the energy from
the other performers and to feel
it myself.”
Planning for the event began
during winter term. This involved
picking a theme, advertising,
organizing the reception after the
performance, and choosing which
groups would perform. Originally
21 groups auditioned and 13 were
chosen to be a part of Cabaret.
Lawrence
International
President, Diana Szteinberg said,
“This event is very important
because it helps us to expose
everyone to our cultures to allow

World

them to learn from them.”
Lawrence International is a
student organization whose goal
it is to bring attention to the cultures of the world including the
many cultures that are represented in the Lawrence and Fox
Valley communities. Lawrence
International also puts on various
formals, dinners and meetings.
Sophomore and participant
in “Lei Pikake”, a hula dance, Jenni
Sefcik said “It was so much fun to
be a part of.”

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
Turkey- A mine near Soma, Turkey collapses, leaving more than
200 dead and many more missing.

Nigeria- United States participating in aerial reconnaissance
and sending experts to aids effort to find hundreds of kidnapped
Nigerian schoolgirls.
Iraq- 7 car bombs in Baghdad explode simultaneously, kill 21
and injure 82.
Russia- Russia plans to cease using the International Space
Station by 2020. The United States planned to use the $100 billion
station through 2024.

Vietnam- Protests began in what is thought to be a response
to Chinese drilling in disputed waters. Over 400 protesters arrested.
Over 50 factories damaged.

United States- A local emergency has been declared in San
Diego, CA due to a series of large- scale wildfires in the area. Over
15,000 evacuation notices have been issued
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Dining in Dairyland
India Darbar: A Review

The True and Supreme Voice of
Lawrence University

with Kevin Specht

Overloading and
Overspending

Are you overloading? Do
you hate paying the overload
fee? Hello and welcome to Specht
Pages, the true and supreme voice
of Lawrence University. In this celebratory 44th issue, we will discuss the much debated overload
fee and present a comprehensive
plan that will allow students to
take the classes they require and
the University to make the money
it needs. So sit back, relax and
don’t forget to recycle this paper
immediately after reading it for
lasting impact.
Ever
since
Lawrence
announced the infamous overload
fee, students have been protesting
and generally throwing a hissy
fit. In particular, strong opposition originates from those classes
to whom the fee applies—specifically, those graduating in 2016 or
later.
Students have warned faculty
that the fee would undermine our
value of interdisciplinary studies,
limit education to only those who
can afford it, make certain majors
very difficult to accomplish in four
years, discourage study abroad
and generally make our student
body very grumbly.
Moreover, students have been
creative in finding ways around
the fee by being more careful in
their planning, auditing classes
and as Alan Duff so eloquently
stated in a recent edition of The
Lawrentian, taking independent
studies for five units.
However, faculty members
have asserted that students overloading raises the class sizes,
causing Lawrence to increase
class offerings and thus leading to
higher tuition.
At press time, Lawrence
charges $1,104 per overloading
unit. However, when you do the
math, you see that the tuition per
term ($14,119 for 2014-2015)
divided by the maximum number

of units allowed before overloading (23) is much less than that
($613.87).
This discrepancy in price per
unit may have something to do
with units being more efficient to
sell when sold in bulk.
If this is true, then Lawrence
can offer different pricing for different overloading purchasing
plans. For example, a freshman
should have the option of buying an extra 23 units in his first
year that he can use for overloading over his next four years for
$14,119. Or perhaps if you only
need 10 units for your four years,
you can purchase them for a bulk
price of $9,000 (or $900 each).
Moreover, perhaps we can
combat the argument that we need
the fee to help keep the budget
balanced and the class sizes small
by offering certain “overloading
classes.” These are classes which
will only be available to overloading students and other students
who petition. These classes would
have a high minimum class size
(perhaps 30) and a disclaimer that
the students enrolled would not
get as much individual attention.
Additionally, a Teacher’s Assistant
may be necessary for grading purposes. However, in exchange for
those changes, these “overloading
classes” will be offered at a significant discount such as only $100
per unit being overloaded.
Finally, there should be more
three unit offerings. Some professors could even take a class that
they currently offer and split it
over two terms to appeal to students who are trying to avoid the
fee.
There you have it: a fresh
perspective on a highly irritating
topic! It’s hard work, but somebody’s got to do it.
“You heard it first from
Specht Pages!”

I have to admit, it
doesn’t look like much
from the outside. It’s not
on a main street, it’s not
well advertised or flashy
and it’s tucked into a strip
mall. However, India Darbar
is a great restaurant with
both full meals that you
can order and an affordable
lunch buffet open throughout the week.
For your information,
that buffet is open from
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on
all days and is listed as costing $7.95 during the week
and $8.95 on the weekend.
If you’re looking for
a fancy dining experience,
India Darbar is not your
place. Inside its humble
exterior is a plain but clean
interior. Stackable cushioned chairs are clustered
around tables covered with
long white tablecloths. The
dark-carpeted floor and low
ceiling make it feel like an
office.
However, their food is
good and especially comforting during the cold winter months. If dining at Bon
Appetit makes you miss
spicy food, this is one of
the options that Appleton
offers!
Despite its cheapness,
the lunch buffet is surprisingly large, comprising dessert, rice dishes, saag, vegetable korma, a number of
vegetable and meat-based
curries, including the inevitable butter chicken. It is
utilitarian in its presentation, but the food is flavorful and the wide selection
allows for various food
restrictions and levels of
spice-tolerance.
I tend to stick to vegetarian dishes since I have

chowed down on a sharp
bit of goat bone. For those
with a low spice tolerance,
the korma, the saag and the
butter chicken tend to be
less spicy than other curries. From the regular menu,
any of the dishes mentioned
above will be good and
probably much fresher. Also
fantastic are dals, especially
dal makhani.
However, if you’ve
never had Indian food or
simply aren’t very familiar
with it, Indian restaurant
menus are probably full
of words you don’t understand.
Nan or naan is probably the best-known Indian
bread; it’s white, fluffy, can
be flavored with things like
garlic and is often used to
ferry other food from a
plate to the headwaters of
your alimentary system.
Poori (also spelled puri) is
an unleavened wheat bread
that puffs up while it’s deepfried. Paratha is a flatbread
that can be filled with various other foods like potato,
cauliflower, cheese, spinach
and so on. Kulcha is similar
to naan but it is generally
cooked on the stovetop and
not in a tandoor oven. Like
naan or poori, parathas can
also have fillings.
If you are craving fried
food, pakoras are essentially fritters, made with vegetables, cheese and other
supplements. Samosas are
widely known, but if you
are unaware of them, they
are fried dumplings full of
delicious spicy fillings.
Koftas are essentially
meatballs, but can be made
with vegetarian ingredients,
such as cheese or legumes,
as well. Tikka refers to meat

cut into pieces and probably marinated and grilled.
However, if you order
chicken tikka masala, you’re
ordering what is essentially
the British national dish and
is of uncertain and hotly
contested origin; it is similar to Butter Chicken (also
known as murgh makhani).
A jalfrezi is a spicy dish
of meat or vegetables fried
with spices, onions and
chilies. Like many dishes,
its origins are unclear, but
most sources say that it
was invented to reuse leftovers under the British Raj.
Vindaloo also came from
the meeting of cultures, this
time with the Portuguese.
The name comes from
the Portuguese words for
wine and garlic, and the
dish is usually made with
pork, wine, vinegar, sugar
and chilies. It has a sweet
and sour flavor. Korma is a
creamy dish with meat or
vegetables, nuts and spices.
Paneer is a delicious
fresh cheese. If it’s really
fresh, it can be a bit squeaky
like cheese curds. Saag
means spinach and is different from palak which
refers to cooked greens
generally. Remember that if
you get palak paneer, it may
not necessarily be spinach.
Chole/chana are chickpeas,
gobi is cauliflower and bhindi is okra. Dal refers to split
peas or lentils and also to
the various delicious and
comforting stews that are
made with them.
So, Lawrentians, take
advantage of the warm
weather and walk or bike
over to India Darbar with
some friends and enjoy a
selection of delicious Indian
food!

Dining in Dairyland
brought to you by
Susannah Miller

THE LAWRENCE DIFFERENCE

by Erin Davis

QUESTION MARK

Question? Contact us at lawrentian@lawrence.edu!

Join President Mark Burstein and the President’s
Committee on Diversity affairs for a series of town
hall meetings on Diversity and Inclusion, based
on the results of the 2013 Campus Climate Survey:
Friday, 16 May, 2014 at 4:30 p.m.
and

Tuesday, 20 May, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Nathan Marsh Pusey Room

What you can buy for $1,104

SPORTS
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Outdoor track season ends with MWC Championships
Alex York
Staff Writer

_____________________

The Lawrence Viking Track
and Field team had a tough time
in the heat and humidity at the
Midwest Athletic Conference
Championship meet at Grinnell
last weekend, something that has
been foreign to Appleton, Wis.,
this spring. “We just didn’t get a
chance to train in that weather
this spring,” noted sophomore
Sophie Yang. Despite the weather,
the Vikings had a very successful outing. The men’s team took
seventh overall and the women’s
team took ninth.
Leading the way for the women’s team again was Yang, who
claimed third overall in the pole
vault with a jump of 10 feet, 0.5

This week in
sports...

-Michael Sam became the first
openly-gay athlete drafted into
the NFL after being selected by
the St. Louis Rams in the seventh
round
-The Houston Texans selected DE
Jadeveon Clowney from Auburn
University with the first pick in
the NFL Draft.
-Manchester City received its
second Premier League title in
three years with a 2 - 0 win over
West Ham.
-Carolina Panthers DE Greg
Hardy faces domestic violence
and assault charges. Along with
the charges, Hardy’s girlfriend
received a restraining order and
stated that Hardy threw her onto
a couch covered in “assault rifles
and/or shotguns.”
-The Detroit Pistons hired Stan
Van Gundy as the team’s head
coach for the 2014-15 NBA season.
-Major League Soccer (MLS)
signed a landmark contract with
major U.S. and forms media partnerships with ESPN, FOX and
Univision Deportes.
-The Cleveland Cavaliers fired
head coach Mike Brown for
the second time in a decade.
Kentucky Wildcat’s head coach
John Calipari is one of the candidates to take Brown’s place
-Johnny Manziel - a.k.a. Johnny
“Football” - was drafted by the
Cleveland Browns in the first
round.
-LA Clippers head coach Doc
Rivers was placed in charge of
all basketball operations for the
Clippers organization.

inches. The height ties her collegiate best and gives her something
off which to build next season.
“We recently got a new pole-vaulting coach, which has helped a lot,”
said Yang. “He really helped me
prepare mentally for the event.”
Yang also took eighth place in the
400-meter hurdles and seventh in
the 100-meter hurdles.
The women’s team also had
strong distance performances
from sophomore Clare Bruning
and senior Katherine Dannecker.
Bruning nabbed fourth in the
5000-meter run with her time of
19:10.61. Dannecker was fifth in
the steeplechase, crossing the line
in 12:09.43. Off the track, sophomore Genna Matt performed well
for the Vikings, taking sixth place
in the hammer throw.
The men’s team was led on
the first day by sophomore Cam

Davies. He was ranked sixth in
conference going in to the 1500meter race. Davies ended up finishing third, giving up second
place in the last ten meters. His
time of 4:02.69 was a massive
eight-second personal best. Davies
also fared well on the second day
of competition when he grabbed
fifth place in the steeplechase.
On the second day of competition, sophomore JP Ranumas
secured the highest finish by any
Viking when he took second in the
110-meter hurdle competition.
His time of 15.59 seconds was
less than three-tenths of a second
behind the winner.
Also placing for the men were
seniors Jamie Brisbois and Andy
Paider, freshman Wes Hatcher and
sophomore James Holden.
After an intense two-day
conference championship meet, it

feels like a load has been lifted off
the Viking Track and Field team’s
collective shoulders. “I decided
today to just go on a bike ride,”
said senior Anna Ratliff during a
chance encounter in the hall. “It’s
fun to move on to new things.”
The seniors this year deserve
a few days of rest after leading
the team for almost two seasons.
“Since we only graduated four
seniors last year,” noted sophomore Cam Davies, “they’ve been
serving as the team leaders both
on and off the track for two years.”
Looking forward to next year,
Davies stated, “We have some
very, very talented kids coming
in, and we have to begin to accept
that we are a very good team that
has come a long way since [head
coach] Jason Fast has joined us.”

LU rowing shows tradition of club sports
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

Amongst the many hardworking club athletes here
at Lawrence, members of the
Lawrence University Rowing Club
share a passion for their unique,
yet challenging sport. To be able
to succeed in rowing—or crew—
all rowers must act together.
“The difference between
crew and other sports is, because
you’re in a boat with other people,
how well you do is dependent on
how well the people in the boat
can work together,” said senior
Will Melnick. “Everyone is working in time and rowing together,
so you need to be perfectly in sync
with the rest of the boat in terms
of technique, speed, and power.”
As a result, the crew team
works extremely hard in practice and develops a close bond in
order to achieve this perfect sync.
The crew team competes
during two seasons: the fall and
the spring. The fall consisted of
the longer races that reach up
to five kilometers in length. For
these races, each boat has a team
that competes individually. After
that, the times are compared and
the boat with the fastest time wins
the race.

The spring consists of shorter two-kilometer races. For these
races, boats compete in lanes
much like a swim meet. Overall,
races are divided into sections
based on gender, weight and experience.
Lawrence’s crew team operates during both seasons. For the
more experienced members, practice begins bright and early at
5:15 a.m. From there, the rowers
will either run or bike about a
mile to the boathouse located just
past the dam under the College
Avenue Bridge.
As the sun rises over the Fox,
the rowers enter the water to
practice techniques and drills to
improve their rowing skills. “We

like to challenge each other during practice,” recounted Melnick.
For the more novice members, practice takes place in the
afternoon. “Practicing at 5:15 a.m.
isn’t the easiest, and it can be
sort of intimidating,” said Melnick.
“Newer members practice in the
afternoon, then once they find
their passion they can move to the
early morning practices.”
Recently, the Lawrence crew
team participated in the Aberdeen
Dad Vail Regatta in Philadelphia,
where the team competed against
many schools from all over the
country including University of
Michigan, MIT and Jacksonville.
Drexel University won the competition with 41 overall points.

STANDINGS
BASEBALL
TEAM
OVR
North Division
Ripon
24-15
St. Norbert
23-15
Carroll
13-22
Beloit
15-18
Lawrence
6-27
South Division
Grinnell
21-17
Cornell
21-17
Illinois Col.
19-16
Monmouth
16-18
Knox
16-20
SOFTBALL
TEAM
OVR
North Division
St. Norbert
18-17
Lawrence
18-13
Carroll
13-23
Ripon
8-25
Beloit
5-27
South Division
Lake Forest
28-10
Monmouth
21-18
Cornell
24-9
Knox
6-28
Illinois Col.
12-20
Grinnell
0-22

MWC
14-2
10-6
7-9
6-10
3-13
12-4
9-7
8-8
7-9
4-12
MWC
7-1
6-2
5-3
2-6
0-8
9-1
7-3
7-3
4-6
3-7
0-10

MENS TENNIS
TEAM
OVR
MWC
North Division
Carroll
9-11
4-0
Lake Forest
13-13
3-1
St. Norbert
4-12
2-2
Lawrence
4-13
1-3
Ripon
3-14
0-4
South Division
Grinnell
32-6
4-0
Monmouth
13-13
3-1
Knox
6-16
2-2
Cornell
10-13
1-3
Illinois Col.
0-16
0-4

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and are current as of
May 14, 2014.

The rowing team enjoys smooth sailing on a team spring break trip.
Photo provided

Man City wins English Premier League Title
Jusuf Sarancic

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

An exciting season in
the English Premier League
(EPL) ended this Sunday with
Manchester City being crowned
the champion. This is Manchester
City’s second title in three years.
The entire season was
extremely captivating, featuring
excitement, tears, and horror for
all teams involved. There were
over twenty lead changes for the
first place team. Man City was
strong all season and scored an
astonishing 102 goals, the second
most goals ever scored in a single
EPL season.

Outside of the championship
team, Liverpool fans also have
a lot to be proud of. Liverpool’s
star striker Luis Suarez scored 31
goals this season and won both
the Barclays Player of Year Award
and the Premier League Golden
Boot.
Arsenal looked very promising this season with the arrival of
star mid-fielder Mesut Ozil. Ozil
helped them hold a commanding first place lead for a whopping 129 days. Ultimately, Arsenal
finished in fourth, but still managed to qualify for the Champions
League.
Oppositely,
Manchester
United had a very weak showing

this season with the retirement of
Sir Alex Ferguson and the arrival
of David Moyes, who performed
very poorly this season. Man
United still managed a seventh
place finish, but failed to qualify
for the Europa League.
The teams that were relegated this season featured Norwich
City, Fulham, and Cardiff City.
In the last week of competition, alone, three different
teams held first place: Liverpool,
Chelsea, and Man City. Man City
held first place for only 14 days
and still succeeded in winning the
league title.

BY THE
NUMB3RS

.409

Amanda Jaskolski’s
batting average in
the 2013-14 softball
season
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Awards Season

Softball
Joe Krivit

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

The Midwest Conference
(MWC) All-Conference Softball
awards were announced last week
and reflected a strong season by
the Vikings.
Lawrence shortstop Amanda
Jaskolski was awarded the North
Division Player of the Year and
third baseman Anna Wawiorka
and infielder Alex Chiodo were
also selected to the North Division

all-conference team.
Jaskolski, a junior from
Shawano, Wis., ended the season
with a .409 batting average, an onbase percentage of .475 and a .727
slugging percentage, all of which
ranked fourth best in the MWC.
Additionally, she had 30 RBIs and
six home runs.
“Being awarded MWC Player
of the Year is a huge honor for
me. The award just makes being
a transfer and being faced with a
number of different obstacles all
worth it,” said Jaskolski. “It’s also

a huge honor because this is an
award for the team and school as
well.”
Jaskolski transferred to
Lawrence from Thomas University
in Thomasville, Ga. this past year
and has certainly found her niche
on the team as well as in the conference. When asked what led to
her success this year, she stated
that “the support of the teammates and coaches” were instrumental to her achievements.
Fortunately for Jaskolski and
the rest of the Vikings, she still has

one more year on the team. “Next
season I hope to bring more leadership to the team and just offer
as much as I can to the underclassmen while I still have the time to
do so,” she said.
Along with being selected the
North Division player of the year,
Jaskolski was also named to the
First-Team in the All-Great Lakes
Region.
Chiodo, a senior from
Chicago, Ill., and Wawiorka, a
sophomore from Oconto Falls,
Wis., were also selected to the

MWC All-Conference team.
Chiodo batted .333 with 26
hits, 19 RBIs and a slugging percentage of .462 in her final season
in a Viking’s Uniform. Wawiorka
finished the season with a .330
batting average, 12 RBIs, a slugging percentage of .523 and 2
home runs.
It is clear that not only their
teammates, but also their opponents, recognize that Jaskolski,
Chiodo and Wawiorka were
instrumental in a very successful
season for the Vikings.

LET’S GO VIKINGS!

Athletes of the Week
by Amanda Ollerer

Cam Davies: Outdoor Track & Field

Davies leads in the 1500 meter race at the Viking Invitational.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilkie

Since the beginning of his first
season on the men’s tennis team,
freshman David Jumes has been a
standout player. Jumes paired with
sophomore Adam Busch in the No.
2 doubles spot, and he also excelled
as the Vikings’ No. 2 singles player.
He finished the season with a 4-0
record in the North Division of the
Midwest Conference (MWC) and
2-1 in the South Sophomore Cam
Davies extended his strong season
in the Midwest Conference (MWC)
Championships, grabbing thirdplace a finish in the 1500-meters
with a time of 4:02.69. With this
time, Davies paced the Lawrence
University track team on the opening day of the MWC Championships
in Grinnell College. The following
day, Davies took fifth in the 3000meter steeplechase with a time of
9:57.91. Only a sophomore, Davies
has shown tremendous talent and
potential to impact the MWC for
years to come.

1) How do you get yourself ready for a race?
Typically, I like to prepare for my race by trash-talking the other competitors, specifically teammates. Not to their faces, of course. That would be mean. But sometimes I’ll
just mutter under my breath about how much cuter I am than Hayden Hoffmann, or how
dorky Jamie Brisbois’ thigh tattoo is. That’s always a huge confidence booster.

2) What has been the hardest part of the season?
Without a doubt the hardest part of my season was fighting through tendonitis in my
knee. Sometimes I felt like my knee was going to implode. It made jumping over hurdles
really difficult, which naturally made the Steeplechase a struggle. It also meant that I had
to gimp around campus like a goober. I could barely make it up the Warch stairs without
crying out in pain. People judged me. Please don’t judge me, Lawrence.

3) What is your favorite part of a race, and why?
I really like the water jumps during the Steeplechase. Every time I go over one, one or
both of my feet plop into the water. It’s like my feet are taking a bath. Not a very clean
bath, mind you, seeing as the water pits are always filled with goose poop and dead
worms and stuff. I hope one day they fill the pit with soap and turn it into a bubble bath.
Then my feet can truly feel luxury.

4) What has been your proudest moment while running competitively?
I was really proud when I won the Indoor 3000-meter run and broke the school record.
I’ve always been second best: even when it comes to running and facial hair, which
happen to be my two strongest attributes, my six-time All-American older brother will
always have me beat. But for one fleeting second, I got to be the best. I was the best on
the team, I was the best in the Midwest Conference, I was the best in Lawrence University
history. Wait, that sounds kind of cocky. Sorry. If it makes you feel any better, my brother
can run the same 3000-meter time I did, only over hurdles. Literally. So I’ll always have
that to keep me humble.

Mike Mangian: Outdoor Track & Field
Senior Mike Mangian has served as a leader on LU’s track and field team for all four of his
years at Lawrence. At the MWC Championships, Mangian competed in the 800-meter relay
and the 4x400 meter relay with fellow senior Dan Thoreston and sophomores Tyler Herman
and JP Ranumas. During the Lawrence’s Viking Invitational on Saturday, May 3, Mangain
took second with a time of 1:58:38 bumping him into some of the top placers for the conference. The 4x400 relay also took second with a time of 3:41:34. Mangian ended his career on
a strong note and has made a lasting impression on his team.
1) Why did you start running competitively?
I began running competitively my freshman year in high school. Before then, running and
I did not get along but it has really grown on me as I have continued running. My first day
at cross-country practice was the first day I ran more than a mile in one day, and now I try
to run more than a mile every day. There is nothing more satisfying than finishing a race
and knowing you’ve given everything you could. That is why I haven’t stopped.
2) What goes through your mind during a race?
Because my races don’t last very long I don’t get to think about much, but I like to break
my race in to reasonable sections to make them easier to complete. Sometimes at the end
I imagine that I am chasing one of my teammates in practice, because that is something I
am more familiar with. It makes finishing tough races so much easier.
3) What has been the highlight of your season?
Individually, the 800 I ran at the home meet was a great highlight. I almost won the race,
I pushed my competitor to his best time
ever, and now we are friends! It has been
a blast being able to make connections
with runners from other schools. However,
there is nothing better, in my opinion,
than racing together with Tyler Herman,
Chris Fuelling, Dan Thoresen, Kevin “Fitzy”
Fitzgerald, Sam Stevens, Cam Davies, Pat
Mangan and JP Ranumas. They are all
amazing athletes and Tyler, JP, Cam, Pat
and Chris are integral parts of this team’s
future. With them at the helm Viking Track
is in good hands. Dan is my training partner
and we have gone through a lot together, so
whether we are racing each other or on the
same team it has always been a pleasure to
be on the track with him. Competing and
training with my teammates every day for
the past four years has made every day a
highlight.
4) Who has been your biggest supporter, and what makes them special?
My biggest supporters have been my family, my girlfriend Chelsea and my teammates, but especially the seniors on the
team. They have always had my back and
I couldn’t have competed as well as I have
without them by my side. Lawrence Track
and Field has been a huge part of my college experience and would not have been
that way without all of their support.

Mangian vies for first place in the 800-meter relay
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilkie
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Greek Lip Sync unites fraternities and sororities
Katie Taber
Staff Writer

______________________________

At 9:00 p.m. on Monday, May 12 the
Wriston Auditorium was overflowing with
people. Every seat was full and every walkway was crowded with people. Over the
course of an hour, the audience howled
with laughter and cheered for their fellow
students. It was quite likely the most successful Greek Week lip sync competition
yet.
This year’s competitors consisted of
four women’s groups and two men’s groups.
The line up read as follows: Beta Theta
Pi, Delta Gamma, Beta Psi Nu, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Kappa Kappa Gamma and Kappa
Alpha Theta.
Kappa Kappa Gamma took first with
their performance of the evolution of Miley
Cyrus, Kappa Alpha Theta came in second
with their Candy Land-themed medley, and
Beta Theta Pi and Beta Psi Nu tied for third
place.
While each of the groups desperately
wanted to beat out their competitors, the
lip sync competition is more about unifying
the Greek community than about the true
competition. Greek Week is the Greek community’s opportunity to cooperate together
in order to help a variety of philanthropic
organizations.

“Obviously it’s a competition,” freshman and Delta Gamma member Juliana
Earvolino commented. “But I think at the
end of the night everyone just really enjoys
seeing what the other groups came up with
and has fun regardless of who ended up
winning.”
Even though each Greek group competed against each other, the Wriston
Auditorium was devoid of any negative
energy. Each group cheered the others on
throughout each performance with hoots
of laughter, clapping and screams of excitement. The room filled with enthusiastic
clapping at the end of each performance
and not a single boo was yelled.
Not only does the event unite the many
Greek groups participating, but it plays a
significant role in unifying each individual sisterhood or brotherhood as well. All
members of each Greek group are encouraged to participate in the competition and
a large part of the scoring is based on the
percentage of the group participating in the
competition. Lip sync is something that the
group does together.
“Admittedly, the idea of dancing in
front of a crowd was a little intimidating at
first,” reflected Tara Jensen, a senior member of Theta. “But I quickly realized that the
event was more about sisterly bonding than
putting on a five-star performance.”
“I think ultimately it’s a great way
to bond with the girls in your sorority

The laides of Kappa Alpha Theta lip-sync their hearts out at the competition.
Photo by Laura Leppink.

and have a lot of fun,” Earvolino agreed.
“Planning and rehearsing requires a lot of
time and effort, but it’s so much fun and I
don’t think anyone comes out of it wishing
they hadn’t done it.”
Jensen commented, “From year to year,
my favorite part of lip sync is the rehearsal
process. It’s a time to let loose and work
towards a fun goal as sisters.” Lip-sync
provides Greek groups with the feeling of
teamwork, as the members work together

to beat out the other groups.
Not only is lip-sync a bonding activity to kick off the Greek Week festivities,
but it’s also a lot of fun. Watching fellow
Lawrentians knowingly make fools of themselves on stage in front of a room full of
friends and strangers is a pretty good way
to spend a Monday night.

Catching Up On the 2014 Cannes Film Festival
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

As far as film festivals go, Cannes is without question the top dog. Critic Mike D’Angleo has referred to Cannes as “the only place
you can see a masterpiece every single day of the event”, and he’s not off base, with the best directors from all over the world
showing up to the south of France, all competing for the prestigious grand prize of the Festival, the Palme D’or. Here are five of
the most exciting films showing this year.

“Clouds of Sils Maria”

“Winter Sleep”

What is it: The current favorite to take the Palme,
Oliver Assayas’ film concerns a famous actress—
Juliette Binoche—hiding out with her assistant in
a Swiss village after a nervous breakdown.

What is it: Turkish director Nuri Ceylan’s is considered the main challenger to Assayas, with a film that has been enigmatically described as
being only “about humans.”

Why We’re Excited: Assayas has made some
of the most fantastic films of the century --“Demonlover” and “Carlos”—and Juliette
Binoche is never less than wonderful.
Then Again: The other two leads are played by
Kristen Stewart and Chloe Mortez, neither of
whom has proven themselves as a major talent.

“The Rover”
What is it: Director David Michod represents
Australia with his tale of a loner—Guy Pearce—
who kidnaps a young man to help track down a
gang after they stole his most precious possession.
Why We’re Excited: Michod’s debut was the
magnificent “Animal Kingdom,” and Pearce is one
of the most compelling actors working today.
Then Again: The kidnapped young man is played
by Robert Pattinson, and he’s supposed to be the
emotional core of the film. Can he pull it off?

Lawrence Theme House Spotlight
will return!

Why We’re Excited: Ceylan’s last entry at Cannes was the magnificent
“Once Upon a Time in Anatolia,” and this is said to be even better.
Then Again: There’s no real info about it. It could be a masterpiece, or
Ceylan could be hiding a truly horrendous turkey.

“The Search”

What is it: Michel Hazanavicius returns to Cannes after the surprise
hit of “The Artist” with his remake of a 1948 Fred Zinnemann film of a
young genocide survivor trying to find his mother.
Why We’re Excited: This has apparently been Hazanavicius’ dream
project for years, and his updating the story to Chechnya promises to
take the story in a very interesting direction.
Then Again: Does anybody actually like “The Artist” anymore?

“Foxcatcher”
What is it: One of the few American films at this year’s Cannes, Bennett
Miller’s third film is the true story of the Schulz brothers—Channing
Tatum and Mark Ruffalo—Olympic wrestlers who unexpectedly found
a patron in John Du Pont, played by Steve Carrell, a schizophrenic
millionaire.
Why We’re Excited: Tatum has proven himself to be far more than a
pretty face, and Ruffalo is always welcome, but the real excitement
comes from Carrell. He’s unrecognizable in the stills and clips that have
come from the film, and he’s considered the frontrunner for Best Actor
at the festival.
Then Again: Miller’s second feature “Moneyball” hasn’t exactly aged
well, and the film was originally supposed to have a 2013 release
before it was delayed. That typically doesn’t bode well.

16 May 2014

FEATURES

7

THE LAWRENTIAN

Women speak out during Take Back the Night
Margaret Koss

For The Lawrentian

______________________________________________

On Tuesday night, Lawrentians gathered in the Wriston Auditorium for Take
Back The Night, an event held by the
Downer Feminist Council to raise awareness about rape culture. The event originally included a speaker, Maya Dusenbery,
followed by a march down College Avenue.
Dusenbery was unfortunately unable to
make it, so sophomore and DFC president
Tracy Johnson spoke in her place.
“Shatter the silence – stop the violence” was written on the board in front
of the room as Johnson stepped up to the
podium. Johnson described the purpose
of Take Back The Night and provided history about the movement. “Take Back The
Night marches have been held in the United
States since the late 1960’s to protest gender-based violence against women, specifically domestic abuse, sexual abuse, and
rape. It has since been brought in to include
the safety of all gender identities,” Johnson
said, and continued, “Statistics show that
nearly 1 in 5 women have been raped in
their lifetime.”
At least 1 out of every 3 women worldwide has been beaten, forced into sex, or
otherwise abused in her lifetime by a partner, relative, friend, stranger, employer,
and/or colleague. Of these crimes, less than
50% are reported to the police. The mission
behind Take Back The Night is to change
these statistics and raise awareness – especially the fact that rape, most often, is not

a crime committed by a stranger. “Most
victims know their perpetrators,” Johnson
stated. “51% of female victims were raped
by a current or former intimate partner,
and 41% were raped by an acquaintance.

tant. Johnson described these changes as
including “55 influential universities under
investigation, the very public dismantling
of the Greek system at Amherst College, as
well as the expansion of Title IX, which lays

Female students gather in Houdini Plaza
Photo by Liam Hoy.

Stranger rape, in contrast, accounts for
14%.”
The event garnered a lot of interest
on campus; young people are at the most
risk for these crimes and should be educated about rape culture. However, this
year, amidst numerous changes to how rape
culture is handled on college campuses,
this event has become even more impor-

out new requirements to which all colleges
and universities, including Lawrence, will
need to adhere, such as required entrance
counseling for all new students on sexual
assaults and consent education.”
Although Lawrence is not under
investigation, it is important for students
to be aware of the rape culture on campus. Johnson referred to a 2012 survey

a four-hour trek into the northern reaches
of the Midwest with a short break for some
Subway morsels. Unforeseen snow piles
covered the improved gravel road that led
to the trailhead, and the travelers were
forced to walk the slushy path until a beach
access was encountered a mile later.
A wooden staircase led up and over
a hill to bring into view the lake in all her
glory. The water was placid and unbroken,
while huge ice chunks gently floated on
top. The path led down to the beach, and
the day’s journey moved up and down
between the beach and the hilltop depending on snow depth on the path. By the time
the group arrived at the campsite most
boots were wet with snowmelt and crunchy
with accumulated sand. A fire was a welcome addition to camp, helping de-sand the
adventurers’ shoes.
Bedtime came naturally early after
four miles of hiking. As everyone started
to drift off to sleep, a pitter patter of rain
turned into an absolute downpour. Even
through closed eyelids giant crashes of
lightning were visible outside. It turned
into white noise that eventually helped
everyone drift off to sleep despite the violence rocking the tents.

The next day began with a quick meal
of oatmeal and more beach hiking along the
shore. A couple of the hikers went out onto
the ice floes that were close enough to the
shore to be walked on. The chunks were
treacherous and there were several wet
feet by the end, but the floes were enough
support to get out to large stable bergs that
were almost completely covered in sand.
The water was unbelievably blue on the
other side. A careful backtracking fed into a
continued march towards camp.
Day two’s campsite was huge and dry
with a slight view of Little Beaver Lake,
inland from Superior. Sun breached the
clouds for the afternoon and made for a
comfortable lounging time. A night of fireside chats and friend-making ensued.
More hiking on day three, this time
inland and generally overlooking cliffs
peering off to the lake. A lunch was had on
one such vista, and sun came out for the
rest of the day. The campsite was a mile
and a half further on, and very marshy with
a still pool of water covering half of the fire
pit sitting area. Chipmunks were running
wild after each other all around the campsite, and ravens occasionally landed high up
in nearby trees.

dentally looking to cohost a show with this
awesome name she had come up with.” The
title was ideal for the retro program, which
piloted Winter Term. Since then the two
have gone year by year through the music
charts starting in 1998.
Every show starts with some pop culture facts and discussion of life during that
year. Then they introduce the songs, which
have been carefully chosen to represent
their time.“ Becky and I have a good banter
going. We usually sound out of breath on
air, but it’s because we dance like crazy
to the music we love,” said Vidulich. The
casual yet informative atmosphere of the
show encapsulates the excitement the hosts
have for their favorite era.“ We really hope
listeners will enjoy the nostalgia like us,”
she said, “and just enjoy rocking out to the
music you may be embarrassed to still have
on your iTunes account.”

No matter how many listeners Lisa
Ball Park Frank Show gets, one can be sure
there are two women in the booth having a
total blast. Vidulich reminisced, “One time
we were playing ‘Whenever Wherever’ by
Shakira, and watching the music video of
it, and trying to emulate Shakira’s dance
moves. I had lifted my shirt up to see if
I could get my body to do what hers can
(I absolutely cannot) and was looking at
myself in the reflective glass of the studio
window when one of the station managers
walked into the room to see Becky and me
trying to dance like Shakira.”A large part of
the show is embracing one’s musical tastes
and interests, and this story highlights the
fun of having a radio show based upon common interests and good friendship.
Even if you are not an avid fan of
early 2000s music, the show presents a
brief escape to early life. Sometimes even

of Lawrence students in which “11% of
female students and 5% of male students
reported being touched without consent in
the last 12 months. Lawrence’s rate of male
on female sexual assault is consistent with
the national average, but the rate of male on
male is much higher.”
The talk was followed by a march
down College Avenue to Houdini Plaza
for a candlelit speak-out where victims
were able to share their personal stories.
Although it is a sobering subject, the event
proved to be valuable and empowering.
Freshman Audrey Cuthbert said the experience made her realize “how rape can affect
more than just the victim, it can affect
everyone around them. It made me realize
that support and comfort can be found in
more than just close family and friends, but
those willing to listen.”
And support is available in many
forms. Campus resources include the confidential, free service of the sexual assault
nurse examiners at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital,
which can be visited anytime after being
assaulted, although it’s recommended after
72 hours. For more information on counseling options, visit the sexual harassment and
assault resource board at DFC.
Johnson concluded plainly and simply,
“No matter who you are, someone in your
life has been affected by sexual assault. We
must recognize that we shape our community, and that it is our responsibility
to firmly, courageously, and unequivocally
state that what we have witnessed is not
acceptable.”

ORC takes trip to Pictured Rocks National Park
Aaron Witter
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Spring Term reading period is a chance
for many students to explore the Midwest’s
outdoor playground freshly free of winter
hindrances. Lawrence Outdoor Recreation
Club (ORC) led a trip to the wild expanses
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula this past
weekend under the careful direction of
veteran trip-goers Colin Huggins, Perrin
Tourangeau and Lily Sand.
The Pictured Rocks national lakeshore
borders Lake Superior and is an attraction
to those that want to view a pair of fantastic
sandstone formations that create arches
over water and are covered in verdant
evergreens.
Sadly, both of these formations were
inaccessible at this time of year, so the
group was forced to settle for bright blue
waters, walk-able sand-covered mini-icebergs and watching a cliff sunset over the
lake. For three of the 12 backpackers, this
was the first ORC trip of their Lawrence
careers.
The first day consisted of a sample of
the 80-degree Appleton Thursday before

An early afternoon fire turned into an
evening one, and peanut butter noodles
and rice soon filled the entire party. The
sun’s slow progression towards the horizon
was always in mind however, and everyone
eventually headed towards the mossy cliff
top that looked out over the lake.
The water was so calm an almost perfect mirror was below the horizon line. The
ice in the lake turned steadily blacker and
orange covered almost the entire visible
lake. Purples and blues made their way into
the gradient as well. By the time the sun
went down, all of the travelers had had a
sight of a lifetime.
The next day a back-track of around
two miles put the group on the exit path.
Sun-dappled shrubs and mosses led the
way out of the park over boardwalks and
rock formations, and to a parking lot. Five
valiant volunteers ran the three miles back
to the car parked where ice had not allowed
any further progress three days earlier.
They came rumbling down in a van and
picked up another driver to collect the second vehicle. After sunning a while in the lot,
everyone eventually packed the cars, and
headed back to campus to enjoy the muggy
finally-springy remnants of Sunday.

“Lisa Ball Park Frank” travels through the late 90’s
Adriane Melchert
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

The Lisa Ball Park Frank Show is a
radio show on WFLM most Tuesdays at 7
p.m. and is a unique opportunity to hear
songs of our generations’ childhood and
adolescence. This era is not old enough to
be Oldies, but too old (read: good) to be on
current radio stations and its representation on Lawrence airwaves is an important
homage to Millenials. Senior Liz Vidulich,
who co-hosts the show with senior Becky
Dykes, shared her insight into the show’s
progress and its back story.
“Becky and I realized we were pop
culture twins and loved all the same weird
stuff musically,” says Vidulich about the
process of considering a radio show Fall
Term. I had the idea and Becky was coinci-

Becky Dykes is a true 90’s kid
Photo by A.J. Williams

Vidulich and Dykes show each other old
music for the first time. Lisa Ball Park Frank
Show was on hiatus this week to allow for
Take Back the Night, but it will be starting
up again with 2005 next Tuesday at 7 p.m.,
with special guest Peter Raffel.
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Porky’s Groove Machine serves up satisfying funk in “Magic Brunch”
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

__________________________

The musicians of Porky’s
Groove Machine’s latest album
“Magic Brunch” include senior
Casey Frensz on tenor saxophone
and lead vocals, senior Matthew
Lowe on trombone, junior
Marshall Yoes on trumpet, senior
Matt Gunby on guitar, sophomore
Ilan Blanck on guitar, a mystery
man on keys known as Johnny
Rocketfingers, senior Nick Allen
on bass, senior Peter Ehlinger on
drums and senior Eli Edelman on
percussion.
Many of these guys play in
multiple ensembles and study in
disciplines other than music performance. The talented men of
Porky’s Groove Machine are both
scholars and gentlemen.
Frensz enlightened me as to
the enormity of the production
process. It took twelve hours to
record “Magic Brunch,” an hour-

long album, and its many music
videos. Larry Darling, Director of
Recording at Lawrence University
recorded the audio and senior
Brooks Eaton oversaw filming.
Beyond the day of live recording,
many weeks were put into editing.
The album opens with
“Theme from Planet Funk.” This
number begins with a scintillating
triangle solo and grooves into an
inspirational anthem for Planet
Funk: “viva la funk and shake your
trunk,” the listeners are told.
Second on the album is
“Golden Boy,” which demonstrates
Porky’s lyrical skills—Frensz
beautifully croons the compelling
story of a boy becoming a man
and fighting his parents’ expectations.
The next song, “Puberty,” is
impossible to listen to without
laughing. Yoes, in an impressive
falsetto, calls out to the band:
“Waiting for my balls to drop!”
In a low, resonant response, the

rest of the band proclaims, “There
they go!” In a similar vein, “Hey!
Fatballs!” tells the somber tale of
a man, his testicular troubles and
the friendships he loses.
“Sex Machine” and “Come
Around” are the most simple and
direct, lyrically speaking, but seem
very easy to jive to. Between these
songs is “Magic Brunch,” a sultry
rendition of a sensuous Sunday
morning as communicated by the
metaphor of a decadent brunch.
My favorite line is, “That sticky
syrup on your lips / Let’s make
brunch, babe, swing those hips.”
“catstaCatstac” rounds out
the album. Heavy on brass, this
palindromic gem was the first
piece that Porky’s ever put together; they came up with it during
their first jam in 2011 and now,
years later, this song has been
fine-tuned into a joyful, fresh song
that you cannot help but get stuck
in your head.
The album also contains

a minute-long bonus track of
Porky’s singing the spooky chorale “Have You Seen the Ghost of
John” in an a cappella round. In
no way does it fit with the rest of
“Magic Brunch,” but in the context
of all the lengthy grooves, this
piece is a playful final touch.
When listening to this album,
it was hard for me to sit still—
all the songs made me want to
bob my head and bop around.
Each track felt balanced in duration, instrumentation, and every
song had little nuances that added
professional polish to this funky
album.
Although listening to the
album is an enjoyable experience,
watching the music videos intensified the funk exponentially. In
them we can see “Robeert”—an
amiable and immobile robot made
of beer cans—saluting and supervising the entire performance. An
incredibly majestic tiger rug covers the jazz room floor. The walls

Book Review

“Wolf Hall” by Hilary Mantel
Natalie Schermer
Staff Writer

________________________

Most people know that
Henry VIII had six wives, but
their knowledge of history
might not go any deeper than
that. British author Hilary
Mantel dives deep into this
era of history in her 2009
Booker-winning novel “Wolf
Hall,” which follows Henry
VIII’s chief minister Thomas
Cromwell on his rise to power
from lowly peasant boy to the
king’s right-hand man.
We begin with our face
in the mud, as Cromwell has
been beaten up once more by
his abusive father. Flash forward 27 years, and Cromwell
is almost unrecognizable.
Returned from abroad and
stints as a soldier in wars in
France and Italy, not always on
the right side, he is now secretary to Cardinal Wolsey, one of
the most important religious
men in England. Together,
Wolsey and Cromwell are an
almost unbeatable team—both
are cunning and resourceful,
and Cromwell will go to any
lengths to accomplish his master’s orders.
But the Cardinal soon
falls out of favor as Henry
seeks to divorce his first wife,
Katherine, and marry his
mistress Anne Boleyn. The
Cardinal, as a representative of
the Catholic church, is no longer a safe man to be associated
with, and as the world around
him shifts, Cromwell digs his
claws deeper into the fabric of
England. He spreads his influence, with a word here, a favor
there, until he is indispensable
to all of England—his counsel
goes not least to the king, Anne
Boleyn and the Princess Mary.
With Cromwell, Mantel
has chosen the perfect subject. His ubiquitous influence
makes him the perfect protagonist to truly capture the
period, but his vague origins
and the scant information on
his personal life leave Mantel

plenty of room to make the
character her own. While
the historical story is interesting and compelling, it is
sometimes Mantel’s embellishments that are the most
enjoyable, particularly her
depictions of Cromwell’s interactions with his family or with
fellow statesmen. It is certainly
her embellishments that make
Cromwell human.
“Wolf Hall” is historical
fiction at its best. Mantel’s
devotion to the history is
apparent, and her story is both
completely engaging and historically accurate. Her words
do not alter or cut; they simply
flesh out what is already there,
bringing both the period and
the characters to life. Thomas
Cromwell seems absolutely
real, almost as somebody you
could meet on the street today.
Mantel takes the image of a
hard man, a man who played
one of the biggest roles in
reforming the English church,
and shows his weaknesses, his
worries, his love for his daughters and sons. But history is
not always happy, and she does
not shy away from depicting
the more difficult parts, either.
With “Wolf Hall,” Mantel
won her first Booker, and
with its sequel, “Bring Up the
Bodies,” she won her second,
the first woman ever to do so.
It’s easy to see why—her prose
is rich, compelling and unique,
deeply personal and resonant
storytelling. The third book in
her Thomas Cromwell trilogy,
“The Mirror and the Light,” is
set to be released in 2015, and
is without a doubt a literary
event not to be missed.

are garnished by cardboard bulldog heads, painstakingly dissected from many a case of Red Dog.
Goofiness aside, it takes a
skillful band to come up with such
an entertaining and seamlessly
groovy collection of songs.
Porky’s albums can be found
on their Bandcamp and YouTube
pages; links to both can be found
on their Facebook page.
Porky’s Groove Machine is
hosting a CD release party on the
Viking Room patio this Friday,
May 16 at 4:30 p.m. Guests are
invited to bring instruments for
an open funk jam following their
show—like the Red Dogs that feature so prominently in Porky’s
creative endeavors, this performance promises to be uncommonly smooth.

Book Review

Ed Wood: A Tribute to A True Original
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

Consider the strangeness
that was Ed Wood. The real
mystery is not his movies, but
the fact that he existed at all. A
hyper charismatic, open transvestite filmmaker active in the
1950’s, Wood was famous for
his ability to shoot an entire
movie in a single day, his near
encyclopedic knowledge of
film—he was an immense
admirer of Orson Welles
before his reputation was
restored—and for his utterly
singular vision.
The fact that the films
he made, which include “Glen
or Glenda” and “Plan 9 from
Outer Space” are considered
among the worst movies ever
made only makes him more
fascinating, and Tim Burton’s
1994 biopic “Ed Wood” paints
this magnificent outsider in a
way he deserves: with love and
admiration.
To date, Burton’s sole film
without a single supernatural
element—until his new film,
“Big Eyes,” which reunites him
with this film’s screenwriters, opens this Christmas—Ed
Wood ranks among the upper
echelon of Burton’s work, and
could easily be argued to be
his best.
By shooting in gorgeous
black and white, with lighting meant to evoke film noir,
Burton paints Wood not as a
talentless hack but as someone wonderfully naïve, dedicated to preserving his vision
despite a near total lack of skill
in writing, directing, and—in
the unique case of “Glen or
Glenda”—acting.
Though the script paints
Wood well, it would not be
possible for us to like or sympathize with Wood—who likes
bad art?—without an actor up
to the task, and Burton found
one in his frequent partner
Johnny Depp.
Depp’s performance as

Wood in this movie is a marvel, and the fact that he was
not even nominated for an
Oscar is a travesty. Depp portrays Wood with an off-kilter
edge, but not with disrespect;
his Wood is first and foremost
a real person, albeit one given
to stealing his girlfriends’
Angora sweaters and gesturing
like a mime. Adopting a high,
airy voice and clad in a pencil
mustache, Depp plays Wood as
a crusading adventure through
Hollywood, bringing to mind
someone like Errol Flynn or
Charles Laughton, or indeed
his beloved Orson Welles.
Supporting Depp are a
variety of people, from a drag
queen played by a wonderfully deadpan Bill Murray and a
psychic most famous for being
wrong, played by Jeffrey Jones,
among others. But the true
carrier of the stable is Martin
Landau’s portrayal of Bela
Lugosi, the legendary actor

most famous for his portrayal
of Dracula. In an Oscar winning
performance, Landau plays
Lugosi as a humorous but
sad man, delighted by Wood’s
attention, but despairing in
the abandonment of his wife
and his continuing addiction to
opiates. While Depp provides
the heart of the film, Landau
provides the soul, investing a
sense of tragedy in the film,
reminding us that no matter
how good of a time everyone
was having, these were films
that had no chance of being
remembered in anything but
infamy.
But Wood lives on. When
most terrible filmmakers are
forgotten, his have a unique
artistryabout them. “Visions,
Ed, are worth fighting for,”
Orson Welles tells him at the
film’s end. And it is true. Bravo,
Mr. Wood. Bravo.
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ARTIST

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

______________________

“If you’re afraid to die, then
so am I,” reads the quote tattooed on Joram Zbichorski’s
right leg. This line comes from
the gorgeous finale of “Getting
Sodas” by emo revival band The
World is Beautiful Place and
I am No Longer Afraid to Die.
Good music and personal lyrics, all there imprinted on his
skin. A solid illustration of what
Zbichorski is about.
Zbichorski is a guitar performance major. He began in
music with piano in second
grade. He didn’t care for it much
and later on in elementary school
he switched to trumpet. Still not
in his element, he switched to
electric guitar in seventh grade.
This instrument suited him
much better, although he only
dabbled in the basics. At last in
his junior year in high school he
obtained a classical guitar and
began to take music more seriously. He practiced in more complex guitar methods, auditioned
at Lawrence on classical guitar,
and was accepted.
“I like that it’s a really versatile instrument,” said Zbichorski.
“People expect a lot of you as a

guitarist. They expect you to be
able to play rock, play whatever.”
Now in his senior year
Zbichorski is a member of two
campus bands, Bendata Bendata
and Snort. The former is a threepiece band in which Zbichorski
sings, plays guitar and writes
the music and lyrics. It is more
personal of a project. The latter,
meanwhile, is a five-piece instrumental collaborative effort, with
each member bouncing ideas off
each other, making room for a
more eclectic style. He also performs with Ilan Blanck ‘16 in a
classical guitar duo.
“With Bendata Bendata
I have to be really focused on
both singing and playing guitar,”
explained Zbichorski, “but with
Snort I can just kinda let go and
play.”
Zbichorski is interested in
math rock, which is a complex
derivation of progressive rock
that emphasizes complicated
rhythms, heavy finger-tapping
styles and unique tuning and
effects. He is influenced musically by guitarist Victor Villarreal.
Lyrically he is introspective, taking inspiration from the bands
he listened to as a teenager like
Brand New and Say Anything.
Both bands frequently play
gigs in the area, such as Seth’s

Coffee Shop in Little Chute and
the Reptile Room in Oshkosh.
Recently, Bendata Bendata
and Snort toured over spring
break, performing eight shows
in ten days, travelling between
Wisconsin, Minnesota and
Illinois. Their next performance
will be opening for the Ballroom
Thieves on Saturday, May 17 at
7 p.m. on Boldt Plaza in front of
Warch Campus Center.
Zbichorski is also involved
in the improv scene at Lawrence.
He is RLM of Comedy House and
former leader of the improve
group Optimistic Feral Children.
He noted his family’s enthusiasm
for watching “Seinfeld” when he
grew up as the chief reason for
his interest in comedy.
Zbichorski is also a theater
minor. He wrote a play titled
“Fish Eye” that will be put on by
the Greyfell Theater Company in
early June.
After graduation, Zbichorski
is moving to Chicago and interning with a group called Phantom
Note Productions, a small company that specializes in band
booking and concert production.
Between his musical work,
his involvement in the improv
scene and his interest in theater,
Zbichorski has proved himself as
someone who can both express

himself individual and someone who can cultivate a highly
productive and tight-knit group.
Be sure to keep an eye out for

Bendata Bendata, Snort and all
other things Zbichorski-related
in the future.

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

Best-selling author Christopher Tilghman visits Lawrence
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

_______________________

Best-selling and awardwinning writer Christopher
Tilghman, author of the novels
“Mason’s Retreat” and “The RightHand Shore” and professor at the
University of Virginia creative
writing MFA program, visited
Lawrence this reading period. On
Thursday afternoon, he began his
visit with a reading and questionand-answer session in the Pusey
room of the Warch Campus Center.
Tilghman sets much of his
writing on the Eastern shore of
Maryland in the second half of
the nineteenth century or the
first half of the twentieth century,
where his family has owned land
for many generations. In his writing, he tends to draw on family
lore and his personal knowledge
of the land and people for material.
For the reading, Tilghman
chose to read the short story “On
the Rivershore” from his first published book, a collection of short
stories entitled “In a Father’s
Place.” This story in particular
is about a boy becoming disillusioned with his father after discovering that he’s involved in a
dishonest and violent act. As with
most of his work, in this short
story Tilghman explores universal human emotions, experiences,

and relationships within a distinctly American historical context.
After reading the story aloud,
Tilghman answered a couple questions relating to his work and life.
In contrast with how many writers seem to view their characters,
Tilghman asserted that he doesn’t
think of them as self-determining
individuals with complete free
will, but rather almost entirely
as products of their cultural and
historical contexts.
This belief can help to explain
the inevitable feel to some of
Tilghman’s storytelling, such as in
his novels “Mason’s Retreat” and
“The Right-Hand Shore.” Readers
can see the end coming for almost
the entirety of the story because
of the certainties of history and
narrative. However they keep
reading because along the paths
to their destinies, Tilghman’s
characters continually surprise
with the depth of their unpredictable humanity.
As a writer, Tilghman is deeply concerned with the everyday
human motivations behind acts
that can change the course of history for other people and for the
land. Although they have been
formed by their cultures and histories, the character also become
creators of culture and history as
they live their lives. This trend
in his fiction renders Tilghman’s
writing at once mundane and

sweeping, particular and mythic.
It’s as enjoyable to read his writing for the rich details as for the
tug and pull of a grand narrative.
Since Tilghman is one of
the most distinguished modern
American novelists, he provides
a role model for aspiring young
writers. He visited Lawrence
specifically to spend time talking and participating in writer’s
workshops with Professor David
McGlynn’s advanced creative
writing course for fiction. He had
lunch with them on the campus
and then accompanied them
to Björklunden, where he led a
workshop for short pieces that
they wrote and talked informally
with them. As a teacher, he is very
generous and nurturing.
If you have not read anything
by Christopher Tilghman before,
I highly recommend “Mason’s
Retreat” in particular. Tilghman
is a significant figure in modern
American literature and a true
treat to read. And hopefully this
weekend he helped to shape even
a little bit some talented young
writers who will one day end up
sharing their gifts with the world.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Research in the Humanities
A university such as ours that prides itself on students’ admission to graduate programs must
especially appropriate its resources for student research. Programs that allow students to conduct
research, and even publish, in their undergraduate years dramatically increase those students’
chances for post-graduate success.
Some may hold preconceived notions of what this research may be like. They may think the
majority of necessary undergraduate-level research is what professors do in Youngchild and Steiz.
Conducting scientific research is crucial for the success of Lawrence’s science students and professors, and it contributes to scientific progress. However, humanities research carries just as much
importance for student growth and scholarly pursuit. While the humanities professors participate
in their own research, the opportunities to assist are not readily available as they are for the hard
sciences.
The relatively new senior experience program ensures that all students—even those in
humanities—have the opportunity to design and conduct research. Honors projects present an
enormous chance for students to conduct research in their chosen fields. For some, however, these
opportunities during senior year may be their first major research experiences.
Nonetheless, many students make the most of research programs and courses at Lawrence.
The Richard A. Harrison Symposium, taking place this Saturday, May 16, will showcase the most
exceptional research conducted by Lawrence students in the humanities and social sciences. The
presentations may not be couched in visions of test tubes and spectral analysis, but they will still
feature the results of deep intellectual interrogation and the synthesis of careful inquiry with
observation and independent research.
Opportunities such as the Harrison Symposium must be expanded upon to inspire research
in the humanities. While the natural sciences boast a number of programs both inside and outside
of Lawrence to encourage research opportunities and internships, humanities students frequently
find themselves on their own. Lawrence must double down on its commitment to provide institutional support for student research in any field.

PHOTO POLL
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“Are enough opportunities available
for research in your major?”

Preventative discourse:
Vaccinations against discrimination
Alan Duff
Columnist

_________________________

When it comes to derogatory
words or actions, public backlash
follows a predictable pattern.
Often the offending party has a
history of incidents in the past
that they have gotten away with,
but the most recent incident was
visible and offensive enough that
it couldn’t fail to shock.
During and after the incident there is increased awareness
and education, but the incident is
soon forgotten. This pattern isn’t
just a part of the American media
cycle, but also something I have
seen on campus when it comes to
issues relating to different minority groups.
For the past four years, it
has often required offensive statements or actions to be made by
privileged parties for students
that aren’t direct allies to really
participate in the communication
and education meant to prevent
similar events. To this extent,
these kinds of conversations
aren’t action, but reaction.
The prefatory event needs
to be dropped. It shouldn’t be
necessary for an offense to be
perpetuated for the education to
start. Everyone should bear some
responsibility in motivating education.

It’s easy enough for these
offensive events to happen. A
student assumes something or
crosses a line. Sometimes it’s an
accident. Sometimes it’s just that
no one previously has bothered
to correct a person’s assumptions, allowing them to become
automatic. In Wisconsin it can be
easy to do with many minorities
since, for most of us, it’s easy to
forget what we are granted automatically by virtue of gender, skin
color, sexual preference or socioeconomics.
This is so easy to do that it’s
shocking. Just last week I had a
conversation about race with a
group of friends for the first time.
I’ve known them for three years.
The ease by which we forget about
such issues is strange. They don’t
affect us, so they become invisible
to us.
That’s what I’m interpreting as privilege. This is made
more prevalent because we’re in
Wisconsin, and is the primary reason I think we need more prolific
education.
Maybe there are some
opportunities
for
change.
Around campus, I’ve seen posters about events like LUCC’s
“White Privilege Symposium.”
I’ve received emails regarding the President’s Committee

See page 12

Revitalizing Greek
Life at Lawrence

“I think there are many opportunities, mostly for teaching
and tutoring, available in the
Spanish major, but the question is accessibility of these
opportunities.”
-Kelsi Grace, Spanish major

“You just have to keep your
eyes open and take advantage of what’s presented to
you.”
-Shasta Tresan, Saxophone
Performance and Computer
Science major

“While I do think the senior
experience course and our
upper level seminars train
students to do meaningful
research in the field, I would
like to see more opportunities
for students to do research
beyond the library walls.”
-Celia Barnes, Assistant

“If you knock on the right
door, you’ll be amazed at the
plethora of opportunities waiting for you.”
-Brielle Bartes, Biochemistry
major

“ART is research.”
-Shea Love, Art major

““Probably…”
-Elkin Garcia, Undecided

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community
members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

Danny Davis
Managing Editor

________________________

By the time this edition is
printed, IFC and PanHel’s annual “Greek Week” will be closing
after a very successful year, in
part to the exec board members
that reside under myself and the
PanHel President. But this success is juxtaposed by a time when
Fraternity life is more threatened
than ever.
Fraternity chapters across
the country are taking more criticism than ever before for the misconduct of a few bad chapters.
Those chapters themselves often
gain infamy from a few outlying
members.
Within the Beta Theta Pi
national organization alone, chapters at the University of Puget
Sound, UC Berkley and Miami
University have been shut down
in recent years.
Across the country, other
chapters are being shut down for
safety code violations, drug and
alcohol consumption, and even
storing caches of weapons, all
of which we can aptly dub—and
with no offense intended toward
people actually from Greece—
institutional Greek-ism.
Fraternities are frequent
targets for anti-rape culture

advocacy groups, which are
extremely threatening to Greek
life. Fraternities do indeed propagate a large amount of what we
would call “rape culture,” just one
of many problems that fall under
institutional Greek-ism, but it’s
not every fraternity.
Now, more than ever, it is
imperative that fraternities reconsider their conduct, especially
toward women, who are far more
often the targets of sexual assault
than men. Fraternities that consist
wholly of good men who are trying to reinvent the fraternity to
be more sensitive to institutional
Greek-ism still are perceived as
a threatening presence, one that
arises as a result of the actions of
a few despicable individuals.
There are people on this
campus—both within the Greek
System and without—that are
working to ensure that fraternity
houses are a safer place to be.
Organizations like SHARB and
DFC have reached out to Greek life
to put in collaborative efforts to
eradicate the institutional Greekism across this country.
However, for all we put into
protecting our reputation, and
more importantly our peers, there
are some people who hide behind
a Facebook status, newspaper

See page 12
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A tale of two countries
Ukraine & Venezuela in news media

Alyssa Villaire
Staff Writer

____________________

In recent months, two similar crises have emerged in two
different parts of the world. Both
Ukraine and Venezuela have seen
a sharp increase in protests and
all that comes with such growth of
social movements: governmental
oppression of the protests, arrests
and, in some cases, deaths. The
two countries are separated by
thousands of miles, but there
is another marked difference
between the events: media coverage.
A Washington Post
article from February demonstrated this trend with
a superficial but effective analysis. When they
searched the database
LexisNexis for
mentions of
Ukraine and
Ve n e z u e l a
on a particular day,
they
found
10 mentions of
Venezuela versus 28 mentions of Ukraine in the Post, as
well as 13 mentions of Venezuela
and 25 of Ukraine in The New York
Times.
There are several potential
reasons for this disparity. First,
the protests in Ukraine began
in November and have included
a much higher death toll, while
the Venezuelan protests began
in February, with fewer people
killed. Second, and most importantly, the events in Ukraine

involve issues of secession and
Russian influence, thereby threatening European stability and
many of the U.S.’s closest allies.
But even in this data, which is
from only one day, we can see the
hints of a larger problem: When it
comes to international news and,
concurrently, United States foreign policy, Latin America tends to
get pushed aside.
Perhaps this is because, in
comparison with the rest of the
world, Latin America seems relatively stable. Sure, there’s a coup

every once in a
while, but every country in Latin
America—with the exception of
Cuba—is run by a democratically
elected government. Relative to
the U.S. relationships with China,
Russia and the Middle East, Latin
America seems like it could be put
on the back burner.
However, in relegating these
issues to a position of less importance, we are forgetting a few key
facts. First, Latin America as a

Go fund yourself!
Andrea Johnson
Copy Editor

_______________________

If you have a Facebook—psh,
if—you’ve probably noticed all of
the links to GoFundMe pages on
your news feed. And if you have a
brain, they probably annoy you as
much as they annoy me.
By virtue of the fact that I’m a
college student with mostly other
college students for Facebook
friends, most of the GoFundMe
pages I’ve seen have been created
by someone seeking helping paying for tuition or a trip.
My gut reaction to these
pages is anger. I want to yell—if
only you could yell on a website—
“You aren’t the only one whose
tuition is a financial burden! You
aren’t the only one who would
like to have someone else pay for
a trip to a tropical island!”
It’s easy to interpret the
pages as an implicit assertion of
the poster’s hubris. They imply
that, by virtue of uploading a picture of themselves and writing a
few trite paragraphs about their
dream of smoking a Cuban cigar,
they are entitled to receive free
money. But I recognize that this
is taking it a bit too personally.
Everyone can make a GoFundMe
page, after all.
But the question is, should
they? I don’t think so. For one
thing, they’re so easy to make that
it seems everyone with a car payment has one. I doubt GoFundMe’s

popularity will do anything
but increase in the foreseeable
future, and as it does people will
become inoculated to them. Just
as our eyes slip right over all of
the Buzzfeed quizzes in our news
feeds, so too will they ignore the
outstretched electronic palms of
GoFundMe pages.
This is unfortunate because
there are some legitimately worthy causes on the site. For example, some of the pages ask for
donations to fund cancer treatments. The vast majority, however, are inane, which I’ll address
in a moment.
But secondly, it’s funny to
me that people bother posting
their GoFundMe pages to their
Facebook walls at all. So much of
the time the only donors are the
poster’s relatives, which makes
sense. Not only are most adults
nostalgic for their college years
and so willing to part with some
cash to help their favorite niece/
granddaughter/twice removed
step cousin, they also have the
wherewithal to do so.
This is unlike most of my
Facebook friends, who are college
students with their own lives to
pay for. So the social media aspect
is superfluous; people would do
far better by simply emailing their
family members directly with a
request for financial assistance.
That’s a much more targeted,
straightforward approach.
I imagine most people don’t
take this path because then they
couldn’t hide behind the imper-

whole contains a half billion people, a substantial portion of the
world’s population, and they’re
growing still. In particular, Brazil’s
economy is blossoming, and they
are even campaigning for a permanent seat on the U.N. Security
Council.
The U.S. also has strong economic ties with Latin America,
and as the roles of other countries in the international economy grow—particularly China—
these countries will begin to have
greater political influence in Latin
America. If the U.S. continues to
pay little attention to our southern neighbors in our policies and media, this may
hurt our relationships
with these countries in the
future.
It’s true that news
outlets are limited in how
much they can publish, and that our
interests
are
more closely connected to some
countries than
others. But that
does not mean that we
as North Americans shouldn’t
make an effort to keep up with
Central and South Americans—
we can’t know when we’ll need
their support or economic power
to ensure our own future.

Illustration by Cori Lin

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

I was astounded by the arrogance, ignorance and self-indulgence displayed in the opinion piece “The sad story of an American
blonde.” The author introduces the article by admitting that she
feels a sense of superiority because of her blondeness, disdain for
non-blondes, and love for her hair.
“I’ve always considered being blond a gift. My hair color made
me unique, made me stand out from the crowd. In high school,
when non-blondes—or worse, fake blonds—would ask me if
my hair color was natural, I would reply with a haughty, ‘Of
course,’ before proceeding to look at their hair with a mixture
of pity and disdain.”

She then proceeds to lament the hardships she faces because
of her blonde hair, all of which translate to: “It’s tough being beautiful and desired by everybody.” I think the author needs to examine
her privileges and think more deeply and critically about why she
really gets all this apparent attention and what it means.
I would like to deconstruct this article by pointing out some
specific excerpts that I especially took issue with.
“…You attract attention—not from the seductive young
Frenchman or the sultry Argentinian that you’re imagining,
but from the drunk, the creep or the man twice your age hanging around the bus stop.”

The writer then describes a run-in with a “creep” at a train
station, describing him as “complete with greased black hair, bad
teeth and the beginnings of a moustache.” Well, we know by the
“greased black hair” that he is not an Aryan like the author, and
from the “bad teeth” that the man is probably not wealthy enough
to afford dental care.
Here, the writer implies that her blonde hair is an asset when
it attracts someone young and sexy, but is a burden when it attracts
a so-called “creep” of a different race and lower socioeconomic status. I think the author is trying to make a statement on objectification of women, but is not being consistent in her conviction.
Being objectified and preyed upon is wrong. It doesn’t matter
who is doing it. The fact that our patriarchal society deems it okay
for a man to feel entitled to interact with any woman he chooses,
expecting her to engage in a pleasant conversation—or else she’s a
bitch—is the problem.
The fact that interactions in which a woman and a man have
equal power dynamics and respect are rare is the problem—not
that an unattractive guy dared to flirt with a blonde instead of a
“sultry Argentinian.”
-- Liana Råberg ’16

Editor’s note: This is a condensed version of Ms. Råberg’s letter. For
the original letter, please visit www.lawrentian.com.
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Housing

continued from page 1
ing/content of questions from
concerned students, and I believe
a staff member from counseling
services,” stressed Browne.
Rose Wasielewski, Kohler
& Draheim Residence Hall
Director and Student Affairs
Projects Coordinator, works with
Residence Life in a capacity similar to an advisor. She emphasizes
that the survey can reflect a variety of student opinion.
“[It is important to remember] that there are people who
don’t prefer [gender-neutral
housing]. Some students would
rather live on a cis-gender floor,”
emphasized Wasielewski.
While the survey aims to
assist further discussion on the
need to expand gender-neutral
housing, actions are being realized
to make housing more accommo-

Duff

continued from page 10
on Diversity Affairs hosting an
event called “Campus Climate:
Moving Forward Together.” “Take
Back the Night” just happened.
The Diversity Center also hosts a
plethora of events each term.
But I’m worried that those
who need it the most don’t attend
these kinds of events unless there
is some motivational offensive
incident. If you haven’t attended
these kinds of events, I urge you
to do so soon. Don’t wait for the

Davis

continued from page 10
print or poorly written, one-sided
Grist and Upworthy articles on
our news feeds and call it “social
justice.” Though it may be part of
the larger effort of raising awareness, simply complaining about
institutional Greek-ism does little
to solve it.
Make no mistake: Facts and
opinions rest upon writers of
The Lawrentian. However, The
Lawrentian has in this trimester
alone published multiple articles
that have spoken out against the
conduct of Fraternities. When
defending Greek life from such
attacks, journalists walk a very
fine line.

dating for all this coming school
year.
Starting this fall, Brokaw Hall
will be a gender-neutral dorm
by floor and by room. Previously,
the dorm was gender-neutral by
floor but not by room. Housing
Coordinator
Wendy
Osero
explains that this change increases the likelihood of a wider variety
of students receiving gender-neutral housing.
“These changes in Brokaw
help students acquire genderneutral housing in a location that
is not as sought after as Hiett or
the Execs,” said Osero.
Brokaw is becoming genderneutral in more ways than just
by room.
“While there are gendered
bathrooms on the fourth floor, the
third floor has a gender-neutral
bathroom as well as gendered ,”
said Wasielewski.
The survey aims to consider
providing gender-neutral options

incident.
It’s eerily similar to the
gun control debate in that way.
A calamitous event occurs. The
country mourns, while speeches
and educational events happen.
Politicians make promises, and,
though everyone is made aware,
no action comes of it.
The solution is simple, but
challenging. We need more students to be on board who want
to be allies for minorities, who
are wiling to consider their own
privilege, and then discuss it with
their peers. No one person, group
or educational form will amelio-

Those anecdotes and opinions are legitimate expressions of
a problem they’ve experienced,
and casting aside their claims is
dismissing one of the most fundamentally reprehensible human
acts.
Some of these articles however, have pointed out the existence
of institutional Greek-ism without a clear perpetrator and more
importantly without a clear solution. Who is going to stop it, the
people posting Grist articles and
criticizing party themes behind
the backs of social chairs, or
Greeks who are ultimately responsible for change?
The people trying hardest
to fix institutional Greek-ism are
Greeks and the other student
organizations we collaborate with

for first year students.
“Currently, first year students
fill out a Housing Questionnaire
where they can state specific
housing needs,” said Uecke.
Students who do not feel
comfortable in the standard gender-segregated spaces have to go
through the Dean of Students and
it is arranged in the same way as
medical housing.
Browne comments on the
existing method’s potential drawbacks, “We came to the conclusion
that this isn’t the best way to go
about this. Everyone should feel
comfortable and not have to go
through extra hoops to feel comfortable in their living space.”
Residence Life Committee
plans on analyzing the survey’s
results in the upcoming weeks.
The survey is available until
Monday, May 19.

rate these problems. I don’t think
words are enough or have never
been enough.
These are problems that
require actions. Ideas are needed.
I like to think that Lawrentians are
being given the tools to produce
solutions, to work within structures to address stereotypes and
stigmas and to discover problems
and test solutions.
We need the smart minds of
this campus to not just discuss
these problems, but to find ways
to engage with them. We need vaccines, not antibiotics.
to be smarter and safer organizations. Institutional Greek-ism is an
array of smaller problems, including our conduct towards women,
our drug and alcohol habits, and
the safety of the environments we
provide for our guests.
These problems are being
solved because we the Greeks
change our behaviors and policies, not because of what somebody retweeted on the internet
or nagged about in a university
newspaper. We do so because we
are concerned about the survival
of our chapters, the privilege of
having a house to call our own,
and most importantly, the safety
of the Lawrence community.

The Rabbit Gallery
Appleton’s Own Pop-Up Gallery

Gallery Opening
Friday, 16 May 2014
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Poetry and Spoken Word
Saturday, 31 May 2014
7:30 p.m.
502 W. College Ave.
Appleton, WI
Downtown, next to Acoca Cafe.
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